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A Message from Our President 
ALFREDO CENTOLA

We live in a world where social media dominates and has to some extent taken over
socialization. We rely on Facebook and other sites for our immediate gratification of
information. We listen and read soundbites and make determinations of what is or is
not fact. We are a society that has taken out the meaning of truth and substitutes it
with “your, my, his, her,” or any version of the truth when once upon a time the truth
was the truth and everything else was an opinion or a version of the truth. That said,
we are fortunate to live in a community that while relying on social media for
updates and information, we also reach out to our neighbors, we say hello, we
acknowledge each other for good, bad or indifferent. We are a community of proud
passionate people who at the end of the day, regardless of method, the objective is
the same. 
 
We live in Whitestone Queens without a doubt one of the most desired communities
to live in for many different factors. Our schools, our parks, our location, location,
location! We are fortunate enough to live in a community where most residents
refuse to leave and their children more often than not, do not move away they look
to stay. Young residents who are ready to raise their own families do whatever is
within their realm to raise their families in the very community they were raised in.
 
Yes we have our issues. After all, as much as we are a small town community feel
neighborhood, we do belong to NYC and are a small part of the largest Borough. Our
civic has taken up the fight against the onslaught of helicopter and small craft noise
and have had success in curtailing a large percentage of it. Our civic has taken up
the fight of overdevelopment at several locations and has had success. Our civic has
taken up the fight to stop the infernal bass that assaults many residents overnight
causing health issues as well as attacking our quality of life. While we are still
working on it, I assure you our NYPD along with a few elected representatives, are
working on it. 
 
We are fortunate enough to have incredible events within our community such as
toy drives, coat drives, food drives, park clean ups, graffiti cleanups, concerts in the
park, family fun day, self-defense, first aid, CPR, block watch and many many other
events. This good luck can only happen because our business members, many of
whom are also residents are quick to give back and sponsor our events. We are
fortunate that those of you that step up and get involved give it 110% “you”, our
residents and volunteers. 
 
I will say it again, we are fortunate. Compared to other communities, we are
paradise. I encourage all of you to GET UP, GET OUT AND GET INVOLVED. Every little
bit helps, I know we are all busy and no one ever thinks they can dedicate any time.
Believe me, you can and you would be surprised the fulfillment you get from just a
little bit of involvement. I’m not saying hours and hours, remember every little bit
helps so please GET UP, GET OUT, GET INVOLVED.

"GET UP, GET
OUT AND GET
INVOLVED."
ALFREDO CENTOLA

 
PRESIDENT OF THE WE

LOVE WHITESTONE
CIVIC ASSOCIATION
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Paul Kurtz

Paul was born and raised in Whitestone, the youngest of John and Marion Kurtz’ 5 children. He
spent his summers at Beechhurst Beach while attending P.S 193, 194 and then St. Francis Prep. 

    After leaving SUNY Buffalo Paul worked as a bartender at the White House restaurant. He
joined the Navy Reserves in 2004 and went back to school to become an EMT.  Paul’s Navy
service helped pay for nursing school, and he’s been an RN at LIJ Medical center for 3 years. 

    Paul has spent most of his 18 years in the Navy Reserve in the Coastal Riverine Squadron
known as the “Riverines” (They’ve since changed the name to Mobile Security Squadron, or
MESRON) he has been mobilized overseas twice. Most recently in 2016 when he spent a year in
Djibouti, a small country on the Horn of Africa doing anti-terrorism gunboat patrols in
protection of large Navy cargo ships. A Hull Technician 1st class, He is a member of the NYC
Honor Guard, attending to fallen veterans during their funerals and carrying the Flags for
parades and sporting events. Paul has been on the field at MSG, Citifield and Yankee stadium!

VETERAN SPOTLIGHT 
THIS IS  WE LOVE WHITESTONE
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PAST EVENTS
THIS IS  WE LOVE WHITESTONE

September 11th Memorial
AT FRANCIS LEWIS PARK
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Summer Concert Series
RADIO DAZE |  YESTERDAY AND TODAY |  THE PROJEKT |
ANGELO VENUTO + L ISA MESSINA 

PAST EVENTS
THIS IS  WE LOVE WHITESTONE
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UPCOMING TOWN
HALLS

THIS IS  WE LOVE WHITESTONE

Every 3rd Wednesday
of the Month!
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
THIS IS  WE LOVE WHITESTONE
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December 2nd, 6:30PM, Tree lighting in
the Village

December 4th, 5:00PM, Tree Lighting at
Francis Lewis Park
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LOCAL NOTICES AND
BULLETINS

THIS IS  WE LOVE WHITESTONE
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EXTRAS
THIS IS  WE LOVE WHITESTONE
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NEWSLETTER SPONSORS
WE LOVE WHITESTONE
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NEWSLETTER SPONSORS
WE LOVE WHITESTONE

*$3.00 off your order of $18 or more

10% off Color Service, Mention WLW 


