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A Message from Our President 
ALFREDO CENTOLA

We live in a world where social media dominates and has to some extent taken over
socialization. We rely on Facebook and other sites for our immediate gratification of
information. We listen and read soundbites and make determinations of what is or is
not fact. We are a society that has taken out the meaning of truth and substitutes it
with “your, my, his, her,” or any version of the truth when once upon a time the truth
was the truth and everything else was an opinion or a version of the truth. That said,
we are fortunate to live in a community that while relying on social media for
updates and information, we also reach out to our neighbors, we say hello, we
acknowledge each other for good, bad or indifferent. We are a community of proud
passionate people who at the end of the day, regardless of method, the objective is
the same. 
 
We live in Whitestone Queens without a doubt one of the most desired communities
to live in for many different factors. Our schools, our parks, our location, location,
location! We are fortunate enough to live in a community where most residents
refuse to leave and their children more often than not, do not move away they look
to stay. Young residents who are ready to raise their own families do whatever is
within their realm to raise their families in the very community they were raised in.
 
Yes we have our issues. After all, as much as we are a small town community feel
neighborhood, we do belong to NYC and are a small part of the largest Borough. Our
civic has taken up the fight against the onslaught of helicopter and small craft noise
and have had success in curtailing a large percentage of it. Our civic has taken up
the fight off overdevelopment at several locations and has had success. Our civic
has taken up the fight to stop the infernal bass that assaults many residents
overnight causing health issues as well as attacking our quality of life. While we are
still working on it, I assure you our NYPD along with a few elected representatives,
are working on it. 
 
We are fortunate enough to have incredible events within our community such as
toy drives, coat drives, food drives, park clean ups, graffiti cleanups, concerts in the
park, family fun day, self-defense, first aid, CPR , block watch and many many other
events. This good luck can only happen because our business members, many of
whom are also residents are quick to give back and sponsor our events. We are
fortunate that those of you that step up and get involved give it 1110% “you”, our
residents and volunteers. 
 
I will say it again, we are fortunate. Compared to other communities, we are
paradise. I encourage all of you to GET UP, GET OUT AND GET INVOLVED. Every little
bit helps, I know we are all busy and no one ever thinks they can dedicate any time.
Believe me, you can and you would be surprised the fulfillment you get from just a
little bit of involvement. I’m not saying hours and hours, remember every little bit
helps so please GET UP, GET OUT, GET INVOLVED.

"GET UP, GET
OUT AND GET
INVOLVED."
ALFREDO CENTOLA

 
PRESIDENT OF THE WE

LOVE WHITESTONE
CIVIC ASSOCIATION
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Submariner Michael Bauernfeind
“S ILENT SERVICE”

When people hear that I spent four years from 2000 to 2004 as a communications electronics technician on a U.S. Navy
submarine, they always ask if it was claustrophobic and depressing living under water. Honestly, we were too busy to even
think about that. Submarine time is an 18-hour day measured in six-hour intervals. You spend six hours doing your job. With
the remainder, you study, get free time, do drills, and clean. You sleep and then do it all over again.
Subs can get very dirty, so you spend a lot of time cleaning, which helps with fire prevention and overall health and safety.
During a six month deployment we were usually away under water for about 30 or 40 days at a time, before resurfacing in a
port.
The reason I chose a sub, in addition to my dad serving on one in Vietnam, was because it is a smaller community. There are
about 100 to 150 sailors on a Los Angeles class sub, a much smaller community then you’d find on an aircraft carrier with
5,000 people or more. I knew I’d feel lost on an enormous ship and wanted a tight-knit group where I could make a name for
myself.
After basic training, I attended “A” school in Connecticut and during that time I met my future wife and was introduced to
her family and home in Whitestone, New York. I was stationed in San Diego, California and assigned to the USS Portsmouth,
SSN 707. At the end of my service in 2004, part of my role was to work on decommissioning the sub. I made many friends
and enjoyed seeing the local sights with them when in port. I was fortunate enough to visit Japan, Guam, Australia, South
Korea, Canada, Alaska, and Hawaii among others during my enlistment. 
One of the biggest lessons on the sub was learning to work with all kinds of personalities. You can’t run or hide from
difficult people. This taught me patience and calmness, something that serves me well now in my work with patients at NYU
Langone. For instance, my demeanor helps alleviate patients’ fears and anxiety when they’re sick, unhappy, or frustrated by
an insurance issue.
After leaving the Navy, I worked in California for 8 years, but none of my jobs were fulfilling career roles. I then decided to
go to college using my GI bill to assist. I could maximize my military educational stipend at a New York college, and since
we had family here, I relocated to Whitestone.

Presently I work in Health Care Administration, something I never thought I’d would be doing. However, the military
prepared me well for this job, as well as for life’s twists and turns. 
My military experience has helped me excel in patient relations. I listen and try to understand people which also helps me
in my daily life around Whitestone as there are so many wonderful people within this community. You’re never going to
please everyone, but you can try, and I am always amazed by what you can learn from others. 
Serving is what I do. You wouldn’t find me in this job or position if I didn’t want to help patients and our local community. I
always give 100 percent of myself, and encourage others to do the same. I am grateful to the military for allowing me the
opportunity to attain my B.S. degree and for all the valuable life lessons.
Although I did not grow up here in Whitestone, I am proud to call it my home. I chose to serve on a sub because I preferred
the close - knit community and it’s the same way I view Whitestone. There is the same sense of comfort here as I had in
those days with the Navy. I enjoy the sense of close community and friendly neighbors with all the benefits of a ‘big city’.

VETERAN SPOTLIGHT 
THIS IS  WE LOVE WHITESTONE
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PAST TOWN HALLS
THIS IS  WE LOVE WHITESTONE

June 15th 2022
WHAT AN INCREDIBLE MEETING

THANKS TO THE WONDERFUL YOUNG ADULTS THAT CAME TO RECEIVE YOUR ESSAY
PRIZES.  YOUR WORDS ARE AN INSPIRATION AND A TESTAMENT TO OUR COMMUNITY.

THANKS TO DI  HALL OF THE NYPD 109TH PRECINCT FOR YOUR DEDICATION AND
COMMITMENT TO OUR COMMUNITY.  YOUR OFFICERS ARE APPRECIATED.

THANK YOU ASSEMBYMAN ROSENTHAL.

THANK YOU MR.  SCHROEDER FOR YOUR PARTICIPATION IN OUR ESSAY CONTEST.

THANKS TO ALI  FADIL AND VITTORIO FOR YOUR INFORMATION ABOUT THE BUS
REROUTES.

THANKS TO ALL THAT ATTENDED AND ASKED THE QUESTIONS.  YOUR PARTICIPATION IS
VITAL

- Alfredo Centola, WLW President

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1382257885397900/user/100064499570476/?__cft__[0]=AZUeXNgYtdP9va3O8G6_Z-3jd8NyZjQmAhWcr_ddms0cPPUoEE_aAcaZ6Y9SS3cXzk1RpihWJATAbZ6uccU_ylhYhhXBjXOrNshXkZ5spio2nNkfPshnCtQX5JLLeIDxMpiuQTgkEzW8zWzWucorFnURtYK299jVIeXYW10G4EdBR088DCGtrS5Uuc3rnv8Djj0&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1382257885397900/user/100003797363731/?__cft__[0]=AZUeXNgYtdP9va3O8G6_Z-3jd8NyZjQmAhWcr_ddms0cPPUoEE_aAcaZ6Y9SS3cXzk1RpihWJATAbZ6uccU_ylhYhhXBjXOrNshXkZ5spio2nNkfPshnCtQX5JLLeIDxMpiuQTgkEzW8zWzWucorFnURtYK299jVIeXYW10G4EdBR088DCGtrS5Uuc3rnv8Djj0&__tn__=-]K-R
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SCHOLARSHIP
WINNERS

THIS IS  WE LOVE WHITESTONE

Aiden Diamond
MIDDLE SCHOOL WINNER
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SCHOLARSHIP
WINNERS

THIS IS  WE LOVE WHITESTONE

Hannah Maher
HIGH SCHOOL WINNER
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SCHOLARSHIP
WINNERS

THIS IS  WE LOVE WHITESTONE

Olivia Farrell
HIGH SCHOOL WINNER ,  2ND PLACE
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SCHOLARSHIP
HONORABLE MENTION

THIS IS  WE LOVE WHITESTONE

Fallon O'Brien
HONORABLE MENTION
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PAST EVENTS
THIS IS  WE LOVE WHITESTONE

NYPD 109th Precinct
" I  WAS AT WE LOVE WHITESTONE CIVIC MEETING
TONIGHT.  I  INTRODUCED MYSELF TO OUR COMMUNITY
MEMBERS AND ALSO SPOKE ABOUT CRIME STATISTICS AND
QUALITY OF LIFE ISSUES IN THE AREA. "
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PAST EVENTS
THIS IS  WE LOVE WHITESTONE

Mother Karen's Installation
GRACE EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF WHITESTONE

14-15 Clintonville St, Queens, NY 11357
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LOCAL NOTICES &
BULLETINS 

THIS IS  WE LOVE WHITESTONE

NYPD 109th Precinct
WHILE PERFORMING A DIRECTED PATROL AT WHITESTONE PLAYGROUND,  YCO’S OBSERVED
A GROUP OF KIDS L IGHTING UP F IREWORKS IN THE PARK.  UPON ATTEMPTING TO
APPROACH SAID KIDS ,  THEY FLED ON FOOT,  L IVING BEHIND THEIR STOCK OF FIREWORKS.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
WE LOVE WHITESTONE
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NEWSLETTER SPONSORS
WE LOVE WHITESTONE
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NEWSLETTER SPONSORS
WE LOVE WHITESTONE

*$3.00 off your order of $18 or more

10% off Color Service, Mention WLW 


